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LONDON FOR RAY SEITZ AND AMBASSADOR EASUM 
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TAGS: CGEN, EAIR, CASC, PINS, NI 

SUBJECT: CESSNA AIRCRAFT AND PILOTS DETAINED IN NIGERIA 

REF: (A) STATE 201547 (B) LAGOS 9026 (NOTAL) (C) LAGOS 9156 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS REPORTED PREVIOUSLY ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTED DEMARCHE 
TO MEA AUGUST 5. ZAIRIAN NOTE APOLOGIZED FOR OVERFLIGHT, BUT 
EXPLAINED THAT FERRYING COMPANY HAD NOT GIVEN ZAIRE GOVT. 
SUFFICIENT NOTICE OF PLANES DEPARTURE, RESULTING IN GOZ FAILURE 
TO SEEK PROPER CLEARANCE. NOTE ATTEMPTED EXONERATE PILOTS, 
SAYING THAT THEY HAD NO WAY OF KNOWING 

THEY DID NOT HAVE CLEARANCE. NOTE ALSO REQUESTED SPEEDY RELEASE 
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OUR KNOWLEDGE NOT YET ANSWERED NOTE. 

2. CONSULAR OFFICER FROM BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMM., 

IBADAN VISITED PILOTS AT BENIN CITY AUGUST 8, BRITISH REPORT 
PILOTS WELL TAKEN CARE OF, MUCH MORE RELAXED THAN THEY WERE 
WHEN CONOFF FIRST VISITED THEM. BRITISH CONOFF VISITING PILOTS 
AGAIN WEEKEND OF 14-15 AUGUST. 

3. IN DISCUSSION WITH NIGERIA POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH OFFICER 
AT BENIN CITY AUGUST 8. BRITISH CONOFF ARGUED FOR ALLOWING 
PLANES TO BE FLOWN TO PORT HARCOURT (EACH PILOT TO BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY ARMED POLICEMAN IN COCKPIT) WHERE THEY COULD BE PROPERLY 
MAINTAINED PENDING RESOLUTION OF CASE. SPECIAL BRANCH MAN SEEMED 
IMPRESSED BY ARGUMENTS AND SAID HE WOULD BRING THEM UP WITH HIS 
SUPERVISORS IN LAGOS (PRESUMABLY WEEK OF 9-13 AUGUST). 

4. LESS ENCOURAGING, HOWEVER, IS BRITISH REPORT OF CONTACT WITH 
HIGH SPECIAL BRANCH (OR NIGERIAN SECURITY ORGANIZATION) OFFICIAL 
IN LAGOS, WHO IMPLIED PILOTS WOULD BE CHARGED WITH CONSIDERABLY 
MORE THAN VIOLATING AIR SPACE. /NEW NIGERIAN/ AUGUST 14 CARRIES 
LONG ARTICLE ON INCIDENT, ENTITLED "RECONNISSANCE MISSION BY 
FOREIGN PLANES OVER NIGERIAN AIRSPACE,” SAYS UGHELLI AFFAIR IMPLIES 
"GRAVE THREAT" TO NATIONAL SECURITY. ANOTHER ARTICLE IN SAME 
PAPER SAYS MATTER MAY GO TO SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL "AS IT 
AFFECTS THE SECURITY OF OUR COUNTRY." 

5. IF EFFORTS BY ZAIRIANS AND BRITISH PRODUCE NO RESULTS OVER 
WEEKEND, EMBASSY WILL CONSIDER REPRESENTATIONS TO FMG EARLY 
NEXT WEEK. 

CAHILL 
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